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LAGUARDA.LOW ARCHITECTS is an
international architecture, design and
planning firm based in New York City.
Founded in 2000 by Pablo Laguarda, FAIA
and John Low, AlA, the studio has quickly
gained a reputation for design excellence
and a mastery of urban planning and
mixed-use design. LAGUARDA.LOW's built
work spans four continents and includes
large-scale master plans, transit-oriented
developments, residential and commercial
towers, hotels and public buildings.
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A MODERN

MIXED-USE DESIGN
THAT EVOKES
SHENZHEN'S HERITAGE
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Introduction

OCT Happy Harbour represents an
innovative new typology in master
planned developments - an immersive
entertainment and retail destination
combining shopping, dining, cinemas,
nightlife, offices, and on-site hotel
accommodations along a pristine, lake-
front site overlooking Shenzhen Bay.

The project was conceived in 2005, fol-
lowing anintensive, international compe-
tition among several globally-respected
architecture practices. LAGUARDA.LOW
ARCHITECTS was awarded first prize for
their unique approach, which composed
a bold arrangement of spaces, includ-
ing indoor and outdoor venues, public
plazas, landscaped pedestrian paths and
waterways throughout the site.

Since openingin 2011, OCT Happy Harbour
has become an important and popular
destination in Shenzhen, and served as a
model for similar developments.
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From its inception, OCT Happy Harbour
set out to elevate the shopping and
entertainment experience through an
exciting mix of spaces and activities.
The primary goals of the design were
to engage the natural setting, activate
OCT Happy Harbour’s bay-front site,
and create a variety of experiences for
visitors. This was achieved by arranging
the buildings around a dynamic, man-
made lake at the center of the site. The
north and east edges of the site have
been developed for commercial pro-
grams, while the south edge of the site
maintains a lush landscape and access
to the bayfront.

MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

Water serves as both a focal point and
a way to traverse the site. Performances
and watershows can be viewed from
the surrounding buildings and the
amphitheater to the south, while water
taxis depart from various piers and
travel through the winding canals of the
Village. The result is a first-of-its-kind
experience that ensures that no two
visits to OCT Happy Harbour are exactly
the same.
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The O’Plaza Shopping Center stretches
across the north edge of the site and pro-
vides a multi-level indoor luxury shopping
experience with views of the lake. The
155-room Marriott Executive Apartments
rise five levels above the shopping center
to complete the structure.
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MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

O’Plaza North Elevation

10 O’PLAZA Shopping Center
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12 O’PLAZA Shopping Center
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O’Plaza East Elevation

14 O’PLAZA Shopping Center
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MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

O’Plaza South Elevation
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Both the interior and exterior architec-
ture guide visitors through the complex
by employing gently curving forms,
innovative lighting, and a modern mix of
materials.
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O’Plaza¥hOMERIZITELETEM  The interior of the O’Plaza Shopping Center was inspired by the traditional
BOEARIME, AT RISTESHE retail arcades of Europe. Throughout the mall, expansive skylights bring
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MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

The Village, an open-air waterfront
neighborhood, is inspired by Shenzhen’s
traditional fishing villages. The experi-
ence of traveling through the canals and
shopping streets is carefully choreo-
graphed, with waterways animating the
development. Some of the many ame-
nities of the Village include a boutique
hotel, restaurants, water-front nightlife
with live music, and an outdoor stage
bridging the canal for performances.
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MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

The Village is defined by a mix of inti-
mate, low-slung buildings connected
by landscaped walkways and a winding
canal. The one and two-story structures
incorporate traditional Chinese building
materials, including wooden louvers,
screens, and brick masonry, but express
them in a modern way. Along the canal,
a traditional bridge serves as an icon of
Shenzhen’s heritage and the marriage
between modern and traditional.
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34 Bay Breeze Hotel

Set on the eastern edge of OCT Happy
Harbour, the Bay Breeze Hotel is a
57-room luxury hotel with sweeping
view of the water. The architectural
design is a fusion of traditional Chinese
construction with contemporary forms
and materials. Rising five levels above
ground, the structure is rendered as a
series of glass volumes obscured by
vertical wooden louvers that reference
the region’s ancient wooden construc-
tion methods. A dramatic canopy at the
west facade announces one’s arrival to
development and leads to a grand stair
that brings guests down to the water.
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