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L OCT BAY

When it comes to design, the architects at La-
anarda.Low know how to design and conceptual

ize some of the world's biggest and most diverse
stages. Since its inception at the beginning of the
new millennium, the irm has garnered 60 awards
in a diverse array of cities including Dallas, Troia,
Warsaw, Budapest, Tokyo, Berlin, Las Palmas,
Shanghai, and many, many more. We sat down
with John Low, Co-Founder and Principal at La-
guarda.Low, in the firm’s New York office to talk
about their design philosophy and to highlight
two of their most celebrated projects: OCT Bay in
Shenzhen and the more recent mixed-use urban
development in Jining,

With a team of over B0 professionals
waorking out of cllices in New York, Bei-
Jargz, el an aflilued sace an Tokyo, Li-
guarda.Low have eschewed the develop-

ment of one speciiic acsthetic to produce nart of OCT

desipns for buildings and sites that incor- [ rAWS Its
porate the historeal context and culwre el
al the !l-]ill'i'i'il.' location. As Low weded us,
“We try o create a newtral background for

the banilcing and to clevelop a style thit

1% ]:l:irlirl,||:|r i3 the ]:Ir.ili'l", Wit also iy 1o

desipn according 1o how we know people

react to and interact with space in the

different cultures in which we operate. In

Asia, for 1.'.'-:.uil|'r]|.'. a3 1.l|'r]'Jlr:-.1'-:3 10 the U :"i-,

the average consumer 5 nol afvaxl of big

spaces, That is something we take imo

1'r"'1hi:l|'1-|llillll. '|.'|'J'J|'|'| LLE I:alll H i'Jr':'J_i!'l'llu

But enough about how they do what
they do. Let's et some on-the-ground

insight froms the work they have done,

I you take a look at some pictures of Shenzhens OCT Bay project, it is easy

tix gt o sense ol how the team at Laguarda. Low drafied the design wo embrace

both the shopping expenence and the traditons with which the landscape & in

comvsersation. For stamers, the indoor ervvironment of the northern [rart of (T

Bay draws i insparation from teaditsona] European retal arcades, incorponats

i.|1!.; -I'i:-l]rl.}'il.r-!‘l--, |:u|.1,|~u,".||:i1:|g, and natural |i|_!.h1 1o create distinctive SpPEICES that

shy away from often generic mall desipn. Furthermore, as a firm that, acconding

to Low, “creates its design based on a deep respect for Chinese calwre,” the
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» Laguarda.Low chose white
stone for the eastward-facing
facades that match the the
colors with which the plaza is
paved in order to endow the
space with a material unity.

eastern side of O] “.L‘:. l.|.i*~||].l.!| s o micdecum of
sirvophilia by drawing its inspiration from the wrads-
trona] Chinese Gshing village, With subaly choreo-
u|'.||1]h'-!| WakETWINYS anid -i-...i:||1'i||1_{ sireets that =0em
tor dance among the boutiguae hotel, the opcw-ar
stage spanning the canal, the waterside bar sireet,
and the numerous retail shops, the experence of
L | |a.|1.. i desigmied 1o be ||1'|i4|l.||' o matter hioaw
many LIS you visii it

e firm’s design for the four-million-sguanc-
Foon mixed-use praject in Jining, which received
the greahesd alter winning an miernastonal design

competition conducted by the city's Public Culural

Facilitics Crroup in August
200, wall i QrpEare o
|:-|:'.||. that showepses TSP
for the surrounding cnvi-
romment and for Chinese
culure. .[.tl.ﬂl.lll.:ll th |a-|:'|||.-
fesuiure 2 new hiodel, s retal
center, [our office wowers,
midl e I‘Ii:.:]:l-l:'ll‘ll reabden-
til builelings, the architecis
wirre keen on making

sure that the mixed-use
Space clicl muom lrul'-l.l.'i'.'_h

the importance of the

Fouer svseums that are
imcluded in the desimn thai
leaiure the work of Marw
Bona amd a hine art gallery
b SAMNAN, The desipn
alss inecludes 3 prand ]'.||I||i|' ]'.l.u.-'.- that iniegrates
landscaped plantngs, courtvards, and water inscal-
lations imo the expericnce of the space between
the mvscums and the mixed-use buildimgs, Finally,
as il 1o erese o canvas on which the maovemenis o
e are painted and wiped away, Laguarda. Low
chose white stone lor the eastward-facing [acades
thar manch the the eolors with which the pliea i
praved im order 1o endow the space with a material
u||i|1_. In shaort, o there existed an € ]Eg, |'|'||,'|i|  for
architecture and 1|l'hi'_::l. |.|:~.'_u.'||:1|.|.|..l.-l.'- awiiatilel ks
its Lisain Bolt, YWho knows: they might even design

||Il\.' '\-E.I(‘Iillrll.
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“WEALSO

TRYTO
DESIGN
ACCORDING
TOHOW

WE KNOW
PEOPLE
REACT TO
AND INTER
ACTWITH
SPACEIN
THE DIF-
FERENT
CULTURES
IN WHICH
WE OPERATE.,
IN ASIA, FOR
EXAMPLE, AS
OPPOSEDTO
THEUS, THE
AVERAGE
CONSUMER
[SNOT
AFRAID OF
BIG SPACES.”
JOTIN LY
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